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Livescribe Pulse Rewrites Note Taking

THE PULSE “smartpen” from
Livescribe is part pen, part
recorder, and part nothing
you've ever seen before.

The Pulse records sounds
through integrated stereo
microphones and then cre-
ates audio notes that it “ties”
to your written notes. The
device works with special
notebooks and ink cartridg-
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Pulse | Livescribe

A truly innovative and fun way to
take notes and record audio.
Street: $150 (1GB)
find.pcworld.com/61157

es; the paper bears scarcely
noticeable dot patterns that
provide a reference grid.
This allows the pen to jump
to specific moments in your
note-taking history and play
back audio or voice notes
recorded at that time.

To record audio while you
write, you tap the printed
‘record’ button at the bot-
tom of your sheet of paper.
When you're done record-
ing, you tap ‘stop’. The
Pulse records audio with
surprising clarity and direc-
tional precision; the pen’s
on-board microphones per-
formed well in my tests.

Livescribe gives you two
ways to play back notes.

One is to tap a printed pat-
tern at the bottom of each
page, bringing up the menu
on the pen’s OLED screen.
You then select the day and
time of audio to play back.
The second way to play
back audio is by tapping
written notes in your note-
book; when you do so, you
can hear the audio that was
recorded at the exact mo-

ment you wrote those notes.

This feature is extremely
useful for recording short-
hand notes and interviews.
Once you plug your pen
into its USB cradle and con-
nect it to your PC, you can
see a page-by-page archive
of your notes. From there

THE PULSE IS about
the same size as a
Sharpie marker.

you can use the
desktop app to lis-
ten to and manage
your voice record-
ings. The software is
well designed, but it
lacks an optical
character recogni-
tion mode for con-
verting your hand-
writing into text.
The Livescribe
Pulse may have lim-
ited appeal, but it’s
certainly innovative and a
whole lot of fun to use.
—Tim Moynihan




