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The write
stu

EVEN THE SIMPLE act of writing
just got a lot more high-tech.
The Livescribe Pulse smartpen is
a computer in a pen, more pow-
erful than the old PC you use at
home when your kids kick vou
off the new one. When you write
on special dot matrix paper, the
I‘l]l!‘ﬂ_‘ e ll'l.l.‘-i .i-l['ld slores 'I.'n-'llill
you're writing—and hearing—
as you write. Later, by pressing
the pen o different sections of
your notes, vou get a playback
synchronized and in context
with what you've written. Since
no one ever la kﬂ:‘i |‘I."f.'|'ih'|.l',,' notes,
the pen’s playback may be the
ditference between fully under
standing a business presenia-
tion and misunderstanding it
completely. Plus, the Pulse can
create “Pencasts” based on your
notes than can be downloaded
bv employees, partners, cus-
tomers or just some weirdo who
loves pencasis. At about $200,
the Pulse isn't L‘|I'H‘:-][1—]‘:]|I,i!i,
extra matrix notebooks run 35
each and refills are 51.25 each.
But the Pulse's value is that il's
gelting iPhone-ized: Livescribe
is creating an app store and has
signed up thousands of develop-
ers Lo create new business apps
for the Pulse. Face it: If this pen
were any smarter, it wouldn't
need you. — Dan ()'Shea
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